Welcome to first grade! My name is Hannah Place and I am excited to be your child’s teacher this year. I am originally from Indiana where I studied elementary education at Ball State University.  I moved to Denver in 2005 and truly enjoy Colorado. I was just recently engaged this past summer and will be married next July! This is my fourth year at CVA, and I am eager to keep growing as a school. I believe that parent communication is a big aspect of a child’s learning. Please contact me if you ever have any questions or concerns. I check my email daily and can be reached at placeh@cvamail.com or you may leave me a voicemail at ext. 107 at school, and I will return your call ASAP.  I am looking forward to a wonderful school year!
1st Grade’s Classroom Management Plan

General Philosophy:
Each classroom will be a happy, healthy, and safe learning environment where each individual can grow cognitively, socially, and emotionally.  This is accomplished by setting clear expectations and providing opportunities where each child can succeed.  There needs to be consistency with rules, routine, and problem solving strategies.  It is also important that the class has a sense of community and each child has a sense of belonging and responsibility to that community.
Classroom Rules:
    Our “Be” Rules are:
       Be Respectful

Be Kind

Be Listening
Be Safe

Be Helpful
Positive Reward System:  This will be done individually, in groups, and as a whole class.

  **Verbal praise and recognition will be used very frequently**

Individually- Each child will have opportunities to accumulate Super Duper Dollars ($5 or $10). They can spend their earned money on privileges/ prizes at our class store. Also they may receive reward certificates/ notes sent home, opportunities to present and share in class, and display of work.
Whole Class-  Fun Friday can be earned weekly.  Each Friday, the last hour of the day, will be for free time, games, art projects, or special activities.
-There will also be collective ways to earn special privileges.  For example, when the class fills a jar full of pom poms they get a popcorn party.  
Group- Children are put into teams and have opportunities to earn points/ stickers through a group effort to be cleaned up, ready to go, quiet for the next direction, etc.  *This will be done per class and may vary *
Redirection Plan- If the classroom rules are not followed and verbal reminders and/or suggestions of what else the child can do don’t work, then a child will have a consequence.  This will be handled on a case by case basis.  Some possible consequences may be missing recess/ Fun Friday minutes, writing an apology note, community service, writing the classroom rules, being sent to a designated area to calm down,… etc.  Also, a child may be sent out of the room to another classroom to REFOCUS.  If this occurs you will be notified by a note that will need to be signed and returned.  **If a consequence is given, then as soon as possible the child will be walked through dialog to reflect what the problem was and is helped to find solutions. ** 
Note: Anything that is severe will be handled by the principal and you will be notified.
Classroom Information:

-Friday Folders will be our main source of communication.  It will include your child’s work, homework, and any office information.  Folders are returned on Monday.
-Weekly Newsletters and Spelling Lists will be posted on the school’s website under teacher’s pages.  This will inform you on what’s going on in our classes each week.   
-Homework is given weekly and rotates between Math and Language Arts.  It will be sent in the Friday folder and needs to be turned in by the next Friday.  Spelling words need to be studied weekly.  Reading logs need to be completed.  Projects will be given specific dates and instructions.  
-Snack- please provide your child with a snack daily; no snack will be provided by the school.  Snack time will be in the morning.  

-Volunteers- please give at least a one day notice prior to when you want to come in so we can plan for your help.

-Schedule- School wide we do Language Arts from 8:15-9:45 and Math from 1-2.  We also do Writing and Core Knowledge daily.  We have Art, P.E., and Music weekly.  We will have Spanish class twice a week.  We have lunch at 11:50. 
-Grading Scale- Report cards are sent home at the end of each quarter; there are 4 quarters in a school year.  We use the following key:
	Advanced
	4

	Proficient
	3

	Partially Proficient
	2

	Unsatisfactory
	1


