January 2012
Dear Second Grade Parents,


As we move toward our goal of writing proficiency for each student, the second grade is implementing a new writing exercise that you can help with. Beginning today, please help your student pick a writing prompt from the list provided or make up one of his or her own. Each week a new prompt should be chosen with the finished writing project turned in the following Thursday. In other words, each Thursday a writing piece is due to your child’s Language Arts teacher. 


Each finished piece should be a minimum of eight sentences, but not longer than one handwritten page. They may have the option of typing their page to incorporate some technology skill development and this piece should be double spaced, have a font of 14 and be about a half a page long. Please help with the following: word choice, fluency, spelling, transitions, grammar, and punctuation. Each piece should show creativity and imagination.


When the writing piece meets your expectations, please write “Parent Approved” on it stating it has your approval and have your child return it to their Language Arts teacher for credit.


We are excited about this new activity and hope you will share our enthusiasm.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Grotzky, Mrs. Swires and Ms. Cox 

Writing Prompts

1. You have a magic phone and can call anyone in the world. Write about who you would call and what message you would leave.

2. You are walking down the sidewalk and find a key with a note attached. What does the note say?

3. You are walking in your neighborhood when an animal speaks to you. What kind of animal is it and what does it say?

4. One day when you came to school, a giant was standing in front of the door. Why is he there? What did you say to him and what was his reply?

5. When you woke up today it was raining inside your bedroom, your toothpaste was black, and everything was opposite. Tell about what that was like and why it was that way.

6. This morning a robot was in your kitchen. Why was he there and what did he say?

7. Today on the way to school you saw a pack of monkeys. You waved, they waved, you stuck out your tongue, and they stuck out their tongues. What did you do next? What happened?

8. Today in art all of the pictures your class drew came to life. Talk about the pictures and what happened in the art room.

9. On your way home from school an alien landed right in front of you. “I’m hungry,” he said. “I have come to your planet in search of books to eat.” What did you tell the alien and what happened next?

10. Ollie Owl and Willy Wolf went on a trip through the woods. Talk about who they ran into and what happened.

11. Alexander the Mouse wanted Ellie the Elephant’s big chunk of cheese, so he came up with a plan…

12. One autumn, a large brown bear named Growly curled up in his cave for his long winter’s sleep. Soon he started to dream that he could eat all the honey he wanted and…

13. Tex the Alligator offered to give Frannie the Frog a ride home across the stream. “You’ll try to eat me,” said Frannie. “I promise I won’t try to eat you if you’ll teach me how to make those cool croaking sounds,” said Tex. So Frannie hopped onto his back and then…

14. Bart the Bat got sick and tired of hanging upside down, and he didn’t like living in a cave or sleeping during the day, so he…

15. One day, as Joe was sweeping up his parents’ grocery store, he saw something strange on one of the shelves. It was a __________. Next thing you know, …

16. Ellen was the right fielder on her baseball team. A batter hit a long home run that rolled into the bushes. Ellen ran after it. She was looking around trying to find the ball when all of a sudden…

17. Jessie was the new kid in school. Every day at lunchtime she sat by herself. She missed all her old friends. But one day a girl named Tabitha sat down beside her. Jessie and Tabitha became friends right away because…

18. Paul was very excited about the class play. He had the best part. He got to play a __________. But while performing, something happened. What happened?

19. On Saturday, Lisa’s mother took her shopping. They went into a very big store. Lisa saw a __________. She asked her mother if she could have it, and then…

20. Steven was having a great birthday party! It was time for the cake. His mom brought it out. The cake was covered with green and yellow icing. Steve took a deep breath, blew out the candles, and wished for…

21. What type of work will people do in the future? Will we need police officers in outer space or underwater homebuilders? Write about what you think it will be like in the future.

22. In the future, people may actually travel by…

23. In the future, will we have school like we do now? How will we learn and be taught?

24. How will people have fun in the future? Will there be movies, TV, games, etc.?

25. In the future, people may live in outer space. Maybe there will be cities on the moon. What will it be like to live in space?

26. The world is very different now from 100 years ago. What will it be like 100 years from now? Will it be a better or worse place?

27. Do you own an object of great value even though it isn’t worth a lot of money? Describe it.

28. If a space alien landed on Earth during a holiday, such as a birthday or Halloween, what would it see and think?

29. An African proverb says: “He who is proud of his clothing is not rich.” What does this saying mean to you?

30. Can you remember the happiest day you had in school? Describe it.

31. If you could be any TV character at all, who would you be? Why?

32. If you suddenly became a TV executive, name two television programs you could cancel. Why would you cancel them?

33. If you could join any family on TV, which family would you join? Who is your favorite person in this family?

34. If you had the power to turn yourself into an animal anytime you wish, which animal would you choose to turn into and why?

35. If you could change one thing about the United States, what would you change? Why?

36. Some people are happy with their appearance. Some are not. If you could change one thing about your appearance, what would it be? How do you think this change would affect your life?

37. If you could suddenly give yourself a talent that you don’t presently have, what would it be?

38. If you could change places with anyone in your family, who would you choose to be? Why?

39. If you had to choose between being ugly and rich or beautiful and poor, which would you choose? Why?

40. What’s the toughest decision you have ever had to make? What made this decision so difficult?

41. Did you ever buy something you saw in an advertisement and feel cheated later? What were the circumstances?

42. What was the first thing you wanted to be when you grow up? Have you changed your mind many times since then?

43. Did you ever have a dream that happened more than once? Can you describe the most powerful part of the dream?

44. When you were small, did you ever eat anything that wasn’t food, like a bug or a penny? What happened?

45. Do you ever wish you were younger than you are now? What age would you like to be? Explain.

46. Which do you think is more important, how a person looks or the way he or she acts towards others?

47. If someone offered you a million dollars to swim in a tank for five minutes with a great white shark, would you do it? Why or why not?

48. If you discovered that your little brother or sister was stealing money from your mother’s purse, what would you say to him or her?

49. Have you ever become friends with someone who didn’t treat you nice? Why did you do this?

50. If you were asked to advise people not to smoke, what reasons would you offer to convince them?

