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CSAP Testing News and Schedule

Dear Parents,

Believe it or not, CSAP testing is right around the corner. For your convenience, the calendar for
CVA testing is shown below.

Please help us by getting your student(s) to school on time and avoid scheduling appointments or
vacations during this time. As always, it is so important for your student to get a good night sleep
and eat a hearty breakfast each morning. It fuels the brain!

In order to keep parents informed and involved, I've attached a useful tool from the Colorado
Department of Education website (see page 4 of this newsletter). By using the “Preparing Your Child
for the CSAP” you will be helping your student succeed. Your student’s teacher is doing all he or she
can at school to ease stress, anxiety, and teach curriculum, which prepares students for these exams.
In addition, there is much

that parents can do at home. CVA CSAP Testing Schedule

My hope is ea_ch of you will Date and Time Subject Grade(s)
find encouraging ways of

talking to your student about Tuesday, February 24", 9:00 — 10:00 am Reading 3
tests and help him or her be Wednesday, February 25", 9:00 — 10:00 am Reading 3
successful. Thursday, February 26", 9:00 — 10:00 am Reading 3
The attached pamphlet Wednesday, March 11", 8:30 - 9:30 am Writing 4-5
should answer many of — —
your questions, but if you Wednesday, March 11*, 9:00 — 10:00 am Writing 3
have additional questions Wednesday, March 11%, 10:00 — 11:00 am Writing 4-5
Or concerns, ple.ase fee}lfree Thursday, March 12%, 8:30 — 9:30 am Writing 4-5
;‘;}g‘;}ztm me via ematl or Thursday, March 12, 9:00 — 10:00 am Writing 3
Thank you. It is a pure Tuesday, March 17%, 8:30 — 9:30 am Reading 4-5
pleasure to work with your Tuesday, March 17%, 9:00 - 10:05 am Math 3
children. Tuesday, March 17%, 10:00 — 11:00 am Reading
Sincerely, Wednesday, March 18", 8:30 - 9:30 am Reading -
Wednesday, March 18", 9:00 — 10:05 am Math 3
Stacy Judson Wednesday, March 18t%, 10:00 — 11:05 am Math 4-5
?nstructlonal Da'ta Specialist Thursday, March 19%, 8:30 — 9:35 am Math 4-5
judsons@cvamail.com
Thursday, March 19%, 10:00 — 11:05 am Math 4-5
Tuesday, March 24%", 8:30 — 9:35 am Science 5
Tuesday, March 24™, 10:00 — 11:05 am Science S
Wednesday, March 25", 8:30 — 9:35 am Science 5
Thursday, March 26 Make-ups all




Attention 5" Grade Parents! Important Feb. Dates

Please take a few minutes to complete a short survey Feb. 6th — Parent/Teacher
about what you will look for in a school when deciding Conferences — No School
where to send your child for 6" grade. There is a link to
the survey from the “CVA News” section on the home page Feb. 9th — parent Information Meeting
of the CVA website or visit http://www.zoomerang.com/ with Dr. Murphy and Mr. Trautwein at
Survey/?p=WEB228RE9Q8ZWD. CVA - 6:00 pm
Thank you for giving us your opinion.
Feb. 13th — Student Council Meeting
2"d Quarter 2008/2009 Honor Roll at 3:00 pm
3" Grade Mrs. Biggs Class:
Feb. 16th — President’s Day — No

Club: Hannah Davis School
Honor Roll: Noah Baily (all A’s)
Keanu Cooley (all A’s) th _
Hannah Davis (all A%) Feb. 20th — Free Dress Day
Curtis Lewis (all A’s) .
Joshua Mason (all A’s) Feb_. 23rd _ !30ard of Directors Work
Sarah Scohy (all A’s) Session Meeting at 6:00 pm; Board of
McKenzie Bustam Directors Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm
Justin Gray in CVA Harvard Room
Ashleigh Hess
Robbie McKenna Feb. 27th — School Assembly at
Sarah Miller )
2:15 pm

Santiago Peden
Emma Perry
Megan Quaintance
Dawn Springer
Tarysa Stodola
Garrett Wilson

Citizenship: Keanu Cooley

3r Grade Mrs. McPeek’s Class:

Club: Hannah Bolitho 3" Grade Mr. McCray’s Class:
Honor Roll: Shelby Ary

Hannah Dooley Club: Campbell Bradley
Ryan LaVanchy Honor Roll: Campbell Bradley
McKenzie Miller (all A’s) Nate Burke
Nathan Nichols Cameron Carmendy
Kennalyn Peterson (all A’s) Bailey Carroll
Nickolas Ramsey (all A’s) Jenna Gregg
Xander Skaggs Kayleigh Hamilton
Samantha Street (all A’s) Isaac Dukes
Colm Thornton Kayla Hand
McKenna Thornton Makala Kajcienski
Sara Biggs (all A’s) David Kalina
Hannah Bolitho (all A’s) Joseph O’Neal
Molly Imhoft Taron Soden
Jadyn Rangel (all A’s) Beth Steen
Michael Silbernagel (all A’s) Citizenship: Nate Burke

Citizenship: Kennalyn Peterson Honor Roll Continued on Page 3




Honor Roll Continued from Page 2

4t Grade Mrs. Demeter’s Class:

Club: McKenzie Stephenson

Honor Roll: Angel Macias
Nicholas Cartelli
Kaitlyn Beale
Conrad Burgesser
Katie Hutf
Brooklyn Johnson
Sage Lutgens
Anthony Porcaro
Savannah Wallace
Samantha Smith-Klein
Alex Schernecke
Zachery Bisgard
Brandon Langridge

Citizenship: Alexander Schernecke

4™ Grade Mrs. Down’s Class:

Club: Alexis Paddock

Honor Roll: Kailon Anders
Michael Castro
Madelynn Felix
Aaron Garcia
Goldie Goter
Brihely Hoffart
Tayler Kitzman
Jordyn McCleave
Brendan Meuse
Arrisa Monroe
Esther Sher
Shelby Zinchini
Connor Zsidisin

Citizenship: Jennifer Rivera

5th Grade Mrs. Cardena’s Class:

Club: Kelley Yoshihara
Honor Roll: Becky Berdiales
Dakota Kos

Christian Carmendy
Tanner Zurfluh
Dalton Bellmore
Zach Mollendor
Citizenship: Jaren Deeter

5™ Grade Mrs. Kraayenbrink’s Class:

Club: Arjun Nair
Honor Roll: Lindsie Ross
Zoe Quaintance
Arjun Nair

Madelyn Roberson
Alea Stephen
Citizenship: Shiloh Riley

Congratulations Students and
Teachers!

CVSA Stallion Times

Keep informed about what’s happening
at CVSA by reading their monthly online
newsletter, Stallion Times. Included in this

month’s newsletter:

e CSAP’s are Coming!

e Parent/Teacher Conferences

e From Principal Trautwein’s Desk

e Important February Dates

e Ot Grade Websites

¢ Additional CSAP Testing News and
Schedule

e Pi Day

e Sweet Skates Dance

e 27 Quarter 2008/2009 Honor Roll




Preparing Your Child for
the CSAP

Information Strategies

¢ Make sure that you understand why schools give the
CSAP and how the information will be used. This
pamphlet answers some questions that you may have
about the CSAP.

¢ Find out when the school gives the CSAP so that you
can ensure that your child is present for the test.

¢ Ask whether the school gives students practice in tak-
ing the CSAP. If so, be sure that your child partici-
pates in these practice sessions.

¢ Ask your child’s teacher for information about activi-
ties that you can do at home to help your child learn
academic content.

Homework Aids

* When your child has homework, make sure that it
gets done.

¢ Plan a time and a space for your child to study.

* Have your child sit at a table or desk with good light
when he/she studies, not in front of the television.

e If your child never or rarely brings work home, find
out why. Arrange a meeting with your child’s teacher
to discuss the homework policy.

¢ Help your child understand that spacing studying
over days or weeks is better preparation than trying
to “cram” the night before.

Physical Preparation

¢ Make sure that your child gets a good rest the nights
before the test. Children who are tired are less able to
pay attention in class or to handle the demands of
the test.

Feed your child a nourishing breakfast on the
mornings of the test. Hunger can detract from
good test performance.

Plan ahead to ensure that your child is present and
on time for the test. Do not plan any medical or
dental appointments on testing days.

Ask Your Child To:

Read the directions carefully when the teacher gives
out the test.

Read the questions carefully and all of the answer
choices.

Remind Your Child:

If you don’t know an answer to a question, skip it
and go on to the next question.

If there is time at the end of the test, return to the
unanswered question.

It is helpful to eliminate some of the answer choices
that you think are wrong.

It is better to tackle each question one-at-a-time,
rather than thinking about the whole test at once.

If you finish early, check your answers.

The best preparation for the CSAP is to
ensure that your child masters the
Colorado Model Content Standards on
which the test is based.

You can help by:

Monitoring your child’s performance during the year.
Ask questions if you don't understand the reasons
why your child received a certain grade.

Obtaining information about the Colorado Model
Content Standards. Your child’s teacher or guidance
counselor can provide you with this information.

Telling your child that you believe that he/she can do
well and succeed in school. Stress that students get
good grades by hard work and not just because “some
students are smart.” Offer praise and encouragement
for achievement and improvement.

Using television wisely. Limit viewing to 2 hours or
less on a school night.

Establishing a daily routine for meals, homework,
chores, bedtime, and family talk.

Contributing Agencies:

coe

Colorado Department of Education

201 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203
Phone: 303-866-6929
Fax: 303-866-6680

http://www.cde.state.co.us

Colorado State Board of Education
Jared Polis, Chairman

Randy DeHoff, Vice Chairman

Christine Baca

Evie Hudak

Peggy Littleton

D. Rico Munn

Clair Orr

Pamela Jo Suckla

William J. Moloney, Secretary to the State Board of

Education, Commissioner of Education
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A Guide
for Parents

“The Colorado Department
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of Education, the Student
Assessment Unit, and Colorado
educators are working in
partnership with parents to ensure

that all children will excel.”
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What is CSAP?

CSAP stands for Colorado Student Assessment Program. It
is a test designed to measure student achievement in rela-
tionship to the Colorado Model Content Standards.
These standards are expectations specifying what students
should know at particular points in their education. As a
result, CSAP provides a series of snapshots of student
achievement in reading, writing, math, and science as
they move through grades 3-10.

Who writes the CSAP assessments?

CSAP is developed collaboratively by the testing contrac-
tor and the Colorado Department of Education (CDE).
Teachers, curriculum specialists, and community mem-
bers from across the state are involved in constructing
each new assessment.

How long does the test take?

Each subject area of the CSAP (reading, writing, math
and science) takes three testing sessions. Third grade
reading and writing are the exception, which take two
testing sessions. Testing sessions last about an hour.

Who scores the tests?

Multiple choice questions are machine-scored. The
open-ended written responses are scored by well-trained
certified scorers. All the scorers have college degrees.

How did the State decide who would be
advanced, proficient, partially proficient,
or unsatisfactory?

The performance levels were established by Colorado
teachers from across the state. Each question/item was
discussed in order to specify knowledge, skills, and abili-
ties that students should have to correctly answer the
question or item. A complete examination of this ques-
tion is available on CDE’s website: www.cde.state.co.us.

Is my child required to take the CSAP?

Yes, every student enrolled in the grades for which
there is a CSAP assessment is expected to take it.

My child is a special needs student. Does
he/she have to take the CSAP?
Appropriate accommodations are allowed to assist
students with special needs in taking the assessment.
Each school district determines when it is not appro-
priate to administer the CSAP to certain students.
Students with significant disabilities may have a dif-
ferent level of expectations and would not benefit by
taking the CSAP. In Spring 2001, an alternate assess-
ment program (CSAP-A) was available for grade 4
students. Alternate assessments for all other grades
will be added in the future.

Can | see or get a copy of the test my
child takes?

Before the test—No! Only those involved in develop-
ing and giving the test can see it before the students
take it.

After the test—Twenty-five percent of the items are
released to the public so one can see actual examples
of CSAP test questions. A supervised review of the test
can be arranged by the Student Assessment Unit,
Colorado Department of Education.

My child tells me that the test was too
hard and too long. How can that be fair?
All CSAP questions are based on the Colorado Model
Content Standards. These standards in turn are a
part of schools’ curricula. As a result, the skills stu-
dents need to master to be successful on CSAP
should be a part of each student’s daily school expe-
riences. One reason some students comment on the
difficulty of the test is that CSAP measures high
standards which makes it more difficult than many
other tests students take.

If my child does not make an effort to do
well on his/her test, how does it affect
his/her grade?

This decision is made at each school or district.
However, no matter what decision the school or dis-
trict makes, it is important that all students give their
best on this test so they can demonstrate what they
know and can do.

Why do schools take so much time to get kids
ready for and to take the CSAP? Are teachers
just teaching to the test and ignoring other
important skills and subjects such as social
studies, art, music, and physical education?
Because CSAP was designed to assess how well

students have met the Colorado Model Content
Standards, teachers should be preparing students for

CSAP through their everyday curriculum. It is expected
that teachers will teach all content areas for which there
are state standards. The skills in one subject area, such
as reading, are supported by the standards in all other
content areas. These content areas include reading, writ-
ing, math, science, history, geography, civics, econom-
ics, foreign language, music, and physical education. As
an example of curriculum integration, while students
are reading in any of the content areas such as math,
history, or art, they use this information to understand
a math problem or to write reports about history or art
or to reflect on their learning. This information in turn
may be a point for classroom discussions.

I am disappointed that my child scored
“Partially Proficient.” Does that mean
he/she failed the test and is below grade
level in that subject?

The Colorado Model Content Standards are rigorous
standards. Colorado educators who set the perform-
ance levels held very high expectations for all stu-
dents. Many students who perform at the partially
proficient level are demonstrating considerable aca-
demic skills and abilities; however, their performance
on CSAP was not consistently high enough to meet
the CSAP rigorous standards.

New State Testing Schedule

Spring 2004 Spring 2005 Spring 2006
Grade 3 CSAP Reading

CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics

Grade 4 CSAP Reading
CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics

Grade 5 CSAP Reading
CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics
CSAP Science*

Grade 6 CSAP Reading
CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics

Grade 7 CSAP Reading
CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics

Grade 8 CSAP Reading
CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics
CSAP Science

Grade 9 CSAP Reading
CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics

Grade 10  CSAP Reading
CSAP Writing
CSAP Mathematics
CSAP Science*
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Grade 11  ACT Assessment v v

*Under current legislation (HB 02-1306) grades 5 and 10 in Science
will be assessed in the 2006 CSAP administration.

What happens with the results of the
CSAP? Who gets to see my child’s
CSAP score?

Results will generate information about how well
schools and students are performing statewide, using
a common yardstick—the Colorado Model Content
Standards. The Colorado Department of Education is
required by law to report CSAP results for the state
and for all local school districts. Individual student
scores are released only to the school and school dis-
trict. Teachers are encouraged to share this informa-
tion with each student’s parents. School, district, and
statewide scores are public records; individual scores
are not public records.

Which test is most important: CSAP, lowa
Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)/ TerraNova? My
child did well on one and not the others.
Which tests should we believe in?

The tests should be used in a body of evidence to deter-
mine a child’s academic achievement. Norm-referenced
tests such as the ITBS or TerraNova give parents and
teachers an idea about how students compare to other
students in the nation. The CSAP evaluates each indi-
vidual student’s knowledge of Colorado Model Content
Standards and his/her ability to apply that knowledge.

What are accommodations?

An accommodation allows students to have access to
the CSAP without changing the expectations. A student
can use an accommodation if he/she has received that
same accommodation in class for at least three months.
For example, a teacher may read a math problem to a
student. The accommodation is allowed for math
because the student is not being tested on his/her read-
ing ability. The accommodation is not allowed for read-
ing because the student is being tested on his/her read-
ing ability.

Is CSAP available in Spanish?

The CSAP assessments are available in Spanish for 3rd
and 4th grade reading and writing.

What happens if a school does not score
well on the CSAP?

According to recent legislation, low-performing schools
can obtain assistance from the Colorado Department of
Education in the development of a School Improve-
ment Plan. Consistently low-performing schools even-
tually will be converted to charter schools.
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